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report.
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Changes to Office of Science and Technology Policy Mission Statement

The wordings of the description and Mission Statement of the Office of Science and
Technology policy were changed, and major site reorganization occurred.

Description
Both the “About” statement and Mission Statement of the Office of Science and Technology
Policy (OSTP) have been changed. In addition, there were several changes to the main page of
the OSTP over the course of the transition between the Obama and Trump Administrations.
First, between January 18 and January 21, 2017, the OSTP web pages were taken offline as
the entire whitehouse.gov domain shifted to the new Administration. Then, between February 17
and February 18, 2017, a main page was created for OSTP without content, and some links
were added between February 18 and February 23, 2017.
The most notable changes are summarized here:
1. In comparison 1.1 and 2.1, the removal of the phrase “sound science”.
2. In comparison 1.1, the addition of the phrase “review and analysis of Federal research
and development in budgets”.
3. In comparison 2.1, the phrase change from “accurate, relevant, and timely scientific and
technical advice” to “advice”.
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Comparison 1: Office of Science and Technology Policy “About”
e URL: hitps://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about (Obama Administration)
Note that this link is no longer live.
URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/about (Trump Administration)
Side-by-side: 1/20/17 - 3/2/2017

Screenshot 1.1

Previous “About” Statement:
Congress established the Office of Science and Technology Policy in 1976 with a
broad mandate to advise the President and others within the Executive Office of
the President on the effects of science and technology on domestic and
international affairs. The 1976 Act also authorizes OSTP to lead interagency
efforts to develop and implement sound science and technology policies and
budgets, and to work with the private sector, state and local governments, the
science and higher education communities, and other nations toward this end.

Current “About” Statement:
In 1976, Congress established the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP) to provide the President and others within the
Executive Office of the President with advice on the scientific, engineering, and
technology aspects of the economy, national security, homeland security, health,
foreign relations, the environment, and the technological recovery and use of
resources, among other topics. OSTP also leads interagency science and
technology efforts, assists the Office of Management and Budget with an annual
review and analysis of Federal research and development in budgets, and serves
as a source of scientific and technological analysis and judgement for the
President with respect to major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal
Government.

(1.1a) Phrase change from “domestic and international affairs” to “aspects of the economy,
national security, homeland security, health, foreign relations, the environment, and the
technological recovery and use of resources, among other topics”

(1.1b) Removal of phrase “sound science”

(1.1c) Removal of phrase “private sector, state and local governments, the science and higher
education communities, and other nations”

(1.1d) Addition of mention of “review and analysis of Federal research and development in
budgets”


https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/about
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Side-by-side cropped screenshots

1120117
1/20/2017

About OSTP

Congress established the Office of Science and Technology Policy in 1976 with a broad mandate to advise
the President and others within the Executive Office of the President on the effects of science and technology
on domestic and international affairs. The 1976 Act also authorizes OSTP to lead interagency efforts to
develop and implement sound science and technology policies and budgets, and to work with the private
sector, state and local governments, the science and higher education communities, and other nations toward
this end.

OSTP's Mission

The mission of the Office of Science and Technology Policy is threefold; first, to provide the President and his
senior staff with accurate, relevant, and timely scientific and technical advice on all matters of consequence;
second, to ensure that the policies of the Executive Branch are informed by sound sclence; and third, to
ensure that the scientific and technical work of the Executive Branch is properly coordinated so as to provide
the greatest benefit to society.

Strategic Goals and Objectives
* Ensure that Federal

in science and logy are making the greatest possible

o y. public health, quality, and national security
« Energize and nurture the by which in science and are
resourced, evaluated, and coordinated
+ Sustain the core profe and scientific with g officials, ics, and

industry representatives that are required o understand the depth and breadth of the Nation's scientific
and technical enterprise, evaluate scientific advances, and identify potential policy proposals

. a core fe of world-class expertise capable of providing policy-relevant advice,
analysis, and judgment for the President and his senior staff regarding the scientific and technical
aspects of the major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal government

OSTP Organic Statute

312117
3/2/2017

About OSTP

In 1976, Congress established the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP) to provide the President and others within the
Executive Office of the President with advice on the scientific, engineering, and
technological aspects of the economy, national security, homeland security,
health, foreign relations, the environment, and the technological recovery and
use of resources, among other topics. OSTP also leads interagency science and
technology efforts, assists the Office of Management and Budget with an
annual review and analysis of Federal research and development in budgets,
and serves as a source of scientific and technological analysis and judgment for
the President with respect to major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal
Government.

OSTP Organic Statute

Internet Archive Page Status:
Previous version of the Obama administration page captured on December 18, 2016
htt

stp/about
Current version of the Trump administration page captured on March 6, 2017:

https://web.archive.org/web/20170307015354/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/about


https://web.archive.org/web/20161218061337/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218061337/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://web.archive.org/web/20170307015354/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/about
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Comparison 2: Office of Science and Technology Policy “Mission Statement”

e URL: hitps://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about (Obama Administration)

Note that this link is no longer live.

e URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines (Trump Administration)

e Side-by-side: 1/20/17 - 3/7/2017
Note that during the Obama Administration, the Mission Statement of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy was located on the “About” page. The Trump Administration lists the Office’s
Mission Statement on the “Compliance” page.

Screenshot 2.1

Previous Mission Statement:
The mission of the Office of Science and Technology Policy is threefold; first, to
provide the President and his senior staff with accurate, relevant, and timely
scientific and technical advice on all matters of consequence; second, to ensure
that the policies of the Executive Branch are informed by sound science; and
third, to ensure that the scientific and technical work of the Executive Branch is
properly coordinated so as to provide the greatest benefit to society.

Current Mission Statement:
The Office of Science and Technology Policy’s mission is set out in the National
Science and Technology Policy, Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976 (Public
Law 94-282, OSTP Organic Statute). It calls for OSTP to:
Serve as a source of scientific and technological analysis and judgement for the
President with respect to major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal
Government.
In addition, the Act authorizes OSTP to provide the President and others within
the Executive Office of the President with advice on the scientific, engineering,
and technological aspects of the economy, national security, homeland security,
health, foreign relations, the environment, and the technological recovery and
use of resources, among other topics. OSTP also leads interagency science and
technology efforts, assists the Office of Management and Budget with an annual
review and analysis of Federal research and development in budgets, and serves
as a source of scientific and technological analysis and judgment for the
President with respect to major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal
Government.

(2.1a) Phrase change from “accurate, relevant, and timely scientific and technical advice” to
“advice” (see red highlights above)

(2.1b) Phrase change from “all matters of consequence” to “scientific, engineering, and
technological aspects of the economy, national security, homeland security, health, foreign
relations, the environment, and the technological recovery and use of resources, among other
topics” (see blue highlights above)

(2.1c) Removal of phrase “sound science”


https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines
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(2.1d) Addition of original statement of purpose for the Office (quoted from OSTP Organic

Statute, Section 205a, 42 USC 6614)

Side-by-side cropped screenshots

1/20/17
“About” page (URL above)

1/20/2017

About OSTP

Congress established the Office of Science and Technology Policy in 1976 with a broad mandate to advise
the President and others within the Executive Office of the President on the effects of science and technology
on domestic and intemnational affairs. The 1976 Act also authorizes OSTP to lead interagency efforts to
develop and implement sound science and technology policies and budgets, and to work with the private
sector, state and local governments, the science and higher education communities, and other nations toward
this end

OSTP's Mission

The mission of the Office of Science and Technology Policy is threefold; first, to provide the President and his
senior staff with accurate, relevant, and timely scientific and technical advice on all matters of consequence;
second, to ensure that the policies of the Executive Branch are informed by sound science; and third, o
ensure that the scientific and technical work of the Executive Branch is properly coordinated so as to provide
the greatest benefit to society.

Sirateglc Goals and Objectives

» Ensure that Federal in science and logy are making the greatest possible

o ity, public health, quality, and national security

» Energize and nurture the by which g in sclence and are
resourced, evaluated, and coordinated

* Sustain the core and scientific with t officials, ics, and

industry representatives that are required 1o understand the depth and breadth of the Nation's scientific
and technical enterprise, evaluate scientific advances, and identify potential policy proposals

rk of world-class expertise capable of providing policy-relevant advice,
analysis, and judgment for the President and his senior staff regarding the scientific and technical
aspects of the major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal government

. a core

QSTP Organic Statute

3717
“Compliance” page (URL above)

3/2/2017

Mission of the Office of Science and Technology Policy
The Office of Science and Technology Policy's mission is set out in the National

Science and Technology Policy, Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976 (Public
Law 94-282, OSTP Organic Statute). It calls for OSTP to:

Serve as a source of scientific and technological analysis and judgment for the
President with respect to major policies, plans, and progroms of the Federal
Government.

In addition, the Act authorizes OSTP to provide the President and others within
the Executive Office of the President with advice on the scientific, engineering,
and technological aspects of the economy, national security, homeland
security, health, foreign relations, the environment, and the technological
recovery and use of resources, among other topics. OSTP also leads
interagency science and technology efforts, assists the Office of Management
and Budget with an annual review and analysis of Federal research and
development in budgets, and serves as a source of scientific and technological
analysis and judgment for the President with respect to major policies, plans,
and programs of the Federal Government.


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-90/pdf/STATUTE-90-Pg459.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-90/pdf/STATUTE-90-Pg459.pdf
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Screenshot 2.2
e URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines (Trump Administration)
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Contact Us

FOIA

Compliance Guidelines
Internship Program
NSTC
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OSTP Compliance Guidelines

FOLLOW US:
This site details several of OSTP’'s compliance ,, TWITTER
guidelines, including for the Data Quality Act, the No f S
FEAR Act, and the Recovery Act. ~

I @ ) INSTAGRAM
|-:. YOUTUBE
Mission of the Office of Science and Technology Policy §

The Office of Science and Technology Palicy's mission is set out in the National
Science and Technology Policy, Organization, and Priarities Act of 1976 [Public
Laws 94-282, OSTP Organic Statute). It calls for OSTP to:

Serve as 6 source af selentiflic and technological aralysis and judgment for the
President with respect to major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal
Government.

It additien, the act authorizes OSTP 1o provide the President and others within
the Executive Office of the President with advice on the scientific, engineering,
and technological aspects of the economy, national security, homeland
security, health, foreign relations, the environment, and the technological
recovery and use of resources, amang other topics, OSTP also leads
interagency science and technology efforts, assists the Office of Management

| and Budget with an annual review and analysis of Federal research and
development in budgets, and serves as a source of scientific and technological
analysis and judgment for the President with respect te major policies, plans,
and programs of the Federal Government.

Information Quality Guidelines
Final Guidelines for Ensuring the Quality of Disseminated Information [FDF)


https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines
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Screenshot 2.3
e URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines (Trump Administration)

This screenshot is added solely to show the rest of the content on the Compliance page. The
Obama administration did not have a Compliance page in its main menu for OSTP.

https:/fwww.whitehouse. gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines EJ &% [ Q, Search
PURPOSE: The Office of Science and Technelogy Policy (05TP) today
implements these final information quality guidelines pursuant ta the Data
Quality Act, Section 515 of Public Law 106-554,
FOLLOW US

Pursuant to prior Office of Management and Budget [OMB) guidance, on May 1,
2002, OSTP posted an earlier draft of these guidelines on its website, and
published a Motice of their availability in the Federal Register. OSTP submitted
initial draft guidelines ta OMB on August 1, 2002, and revised draft guidelines
again on September 24, 2002. These final guidelines reflect the results of the
OMB review process.

| FACEBODK
) INSTAGRAM

| YOUTUBE

For Information Quality Act Cerrespondence from prior Administrations, please
wvisit: https://obamawhitehouse.archives. gov/administration/eop/ostp
Jlibrary/compliance/infoquality

EMAIL

No FEAR

Naotification and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination and Retaliation Act of
2002 [No FEAR Act)
# OSTP No FEAR Act Advisory Guidelines [FOF]

+ OPM's No FEAR Act Disciplinary Best Practices and Advisory
Guidelines [PDF]

* No FEAR Act Notice [FDF]

= For No Fear Act Reports from prior Administrations, please visit:
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/administrationf/eop/ostp
[libraryfcompliance/nofear.
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BRIEFING ROOM Top Issues The Adminlstration Join Us History & Grounds
From tha News Roam Amarica First Enargy Flan President Donald J. Trump Tours & Events Preshdents

Litest News Amarica First Foresgn Vica President Mike Pence Jabs with the First Ladias

video Gallery S First Lady Melania Trump Adminisiration The Vice President's
From the Prasa Offica Bringing Back Jobs And Mrs. Karen Pance Intemships: Residence & Office
Spesches & Remarks Growth The Cabinat Whits House Fallows Eisenhawer Exacutive
Prags Brisfings Making Our Military Strong Speclal Events Share Your Thoughts Office Bullding
Sigiemenis & Felesses Apgain The 58th Prasidantial Wa tha Paople Petitions Gamp David
Prasidental Actiens Standing Up For Our Law Inauguration Contact the White Housa Alr Forca One
Laglslation Enforcameant Community Get invoived Our Government
LT — Trade Daals That Wark Support SCOTUS The Exacitive Branch


https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines

March 22, 2017

Screenshot 2.4
e URL: hitps://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about (Obama Administration)
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FHlame + The Administration » Office of Science and Technalagy Poficy
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¢ ). Office of Science and Technology Policy

W

Pressroom | OSTPBlog | Divisions | Inmitiatives | R&D Bodgets | Resource Library | NSTC | PCAST

ABOUT

Leadership & Staff Abﬂllt OSTP

Internship Program Congrass established the Office of Science and Technology Policy in 1976 with a broad mandate to

advise the President and others within the Executive Office of the Fresident on the effacts of
science and technology on domeastic and international affairs. The 1976 Act also authorizes O5TF to
lead interagency afforts to develop and implament sound science and technology policies and
budgeats, and to work with the private sector, state and local governments, the science and higher
education communities. and other nations toward thiz end.

OSTP's Mission

The mission of the Office of Science and Technology Falicy is threefald: first, to provide the
Fresident and his senior staff with accurate, relavant, and timely scientific and technical advice on
all matters of consequence; second, to ensure that the policies of the Executive Branch are
infermed by sound science; and third, to ensure that the scientific and technical waork of the
Executive Branch is properly coordinated so as to provide the greatest benefit to society.

Strategic Goals and Objectives

« Ensure that Ffederal investments in science and technology are making the greatest possibla
contribution to economic prosperity, public health, environmental quality, and national
security

Energize and nurture the processes by which government programs in science and
tachnology are rescurced, evaluated, and coordinatad

Sustain the core professional and scientific relationships with governmeant officials,
academics, and industry representatives that are required to understand the depth and
breadth of the Mation's scientific and technical enterprize, avaluate scientific advances, and
identify potential policy proposals

Generate a core workforce of world-class expertise capable of providing policy-relavant
advice, analysis, and judgment for the President and his senior staff ragarding the scientific
and technical aspects of the major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal government

OSTP Organic Statute

Internet Archive Page Status:
Previous version of the Obama administration page captured on December 18, 2016
htt

stp/about

Current version of the Trump administration page captured on March 7, 2017:
https://web.archive.org/web/20170307021258/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-qui
delines


https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218061337/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218061337/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://web.archive.org/web/20170307021258/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines
https://web.archive.org/web/20170307021258/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines
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Timeline of Office of Science and Technology Policy Main Page Creation
e URL: hitps://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/

All administrations create new web presences during their transitions, meaning that the entire
whitehouse.gov domain is removed and recreated. The timeline of the creation of the Trump
Administration’s main OSTP page is shown below.

Note that the URL for the main page of OSTP has changed to https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp
during the transition to the Trump Administration.

Screenshot 3.1
e Side-by-side: 1/18/2017 - 1/21/2017
(3.1a) OSTP page removed as part of standard web presence switch between administrations.

Captured @ Jan 18 2017 2:33 AM

Captured @ Jan 21 2017 1:01 AM

Internet Archive Page Status:

Previous version of the Obama administration page captured on December 18, 2017:
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218212927/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/o
stp

Note that the Internet Archive does not capture versions of a page when the page does not
exist, meaning that the “splash pages” (meaning pages shown when a page doesn’t have

10


https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218212927/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218212927/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp
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content yet) for OSTP are not part of the IA. Page snapshots were added to the Internet Archive
once the new Administration had created OSTP web pages.

Screenshot 3.2
e Side-by-side: 1/21/2017 - 1/24/2017
(3.2a) Trump Administration 404 splash page updated, but no additions of content

‘- Jan 212017 1:01 AM o rendered: side-by-side

HOME  BRIEFING ROOM ISSUES  THE ADMINISTRATION  PARTICIPATE 1600 PENN HOME  BRIEFING ROOM  ISSUES  THE ADMINISTRATION  PARTICIPATE 1600 PENN

USAgav  Privacy Policy ~ Copyright Policy USAgov  Privacy Policy  Copyright Policy

Screenshot 3.3

e Side-by-side: 1/24/2017 - 2/18/2017
(3.3a) Between 2/17 and 2/18, an OSTP main page was created without content or additional
links.

11



March 22, 2017

rendered: side-by-side o

BRIEFINGROOM | ISSUES | THEADMINISTRATION | PARTICIPATE | 1600 PENN

Executive Offices
Gouncil of Economic Advisers
Council on Environmental Quality
Damestic Poliey Gouncil

National Security Council

Office of Administration
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
Office of Management and Budget
Office of National AIDS Policy
Office of Natianal Drug Control Policy
| office of Science and Technology Policy
The President's Intelligence Advisory Board
00O O White House Milltary Office

HOME  BRIEFING ROOM  ISSUES ~THEADMINISTRATION  PARTICIPATE 1600 PENN

Office of Science and Technology Policy

USAgov | Privacy Poliey | Copyrigt Policy

B
g
g

e~ Wa= e

a
B/ \8 B

Screenshot 3.4

e Side-by-side: 2/18/2017 - 2/23/2017
(3.4a) Links to further OSTP description pages (including About and Compliance pages) added
to OSTP main page.
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Internet Archive Page Status:

The version of the Trump administration page captured on January 23, 2017 is the same as the
March 4, 2017 version:
https: '

W rchive. 4140406/https://www.whiteh
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https://web.archive.org/web/20170304140406/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp

