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EDGI DISCLAIMER - The information and images within this report are for general information purposes
only. The scope of this report is limited to version tracking information of publicly available websites. EDGI
has no control over the nature, content, or sustained availability of the websites we monitor. While EDGI
works to assure that the information in this report is correct, that information is subject to the limitations of
version tracking software, and is provided “as is.” EDGI makes no representations or warranties of any
kind, express or implied, about the completeness or reliability of this information, nor does EDGI intend to
assess any agency or entity’s intentions or rationale for the demonstrated changes to any
webpages or other online content that appear in this report. Do not rely on the information in this
report as predictive, or ascribe intent not presented within the report. In no event will EDGI or any of its
members be liable for the use or misuse of the information in this report. Please consult with an
appropriately qualified expert if you require qualitative evaluation of or advice about the content of this
report.
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Changes to Office of Science and Technology Policy Mission Statement

The wordings of the description and Mission Statement of the Office of Science and
Technology policy were changed, and major site reorganization occurred.

Description
Both the “About” statement and Mission Statement of the Office of Science and Technology
Policy (OSTP) have been changed. In addition, there were several changes to the main page of
the OSTP over the course of the transition between the Obama and Trump Administrations.
First, between January 18 and January 21, 2017, the OSTP web pages were taken offline as
the entire whitehouse.gov domain shifted to the new Administration. Then, between February 17
and February 18, 2017, a main page was created for OSTP without content, and some links
were added between February 18 and February 23, 2017.
The most notable changes are summarized here:

1. In comparison 1.1 and 2.1, the removal of the phrase “sound science”.
2. In comparison 1.1, the addition of the phrase “review and analysis of Federal research

and development in budgets”.
3. In comparison 2.1, the phrase change from “accurate, relevant, and timely scientific and

technical advice” to “advice”.
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Comparison 1: Office of Science and Technology Policy “About”
● URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about (Obama Administration)

Note that this link is no longer live.
● URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/about (Trump Administration)
● Side-by-side: 1/20/17 - 3/2/2017

Screenshot 1.1
Previous “About” Statement:

Congress established the Office of Science and Technology Policy in 1976 with a
broad mandate to advise the President and others within the Executive Office of
the President on the effects of science and technology on domestic and
international affairs. The 1976 Act also authorizes OSTP to lead interagency
efforts to develop and implement sound science and technology policies and
budgets, and to work with the private sector, state and local governments, the
science and higher education communities, and other nations toward this end.

Current “About” Statement:
In 1976, Congress established the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP) to provide the President and others within the
Executive Office of the President with advice on the scientific, engineering, and
technology aspects of the economy, national security, homeland security, health,
foreign relations, the environment, and the technological recovery and use of
resources, among other topics. OSTP also leads interagency science and
technology efforts, assists the Office of Management and Budget with an annual
review and analysis of Federal research and development in budgets, and serves
as a source of scientific and technological analysis and judgement for the
President with respect to major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal
Government.

(1.1a) Phrase change from “domestic and international affairs” to “aspects of the economy,
national security, homeland security, health, foreign relations, the environment, and the
technological recovery and use of resources, among other topics”
(1.1b) Removal of phrase “sound science”
(1.1c) Removal of phrase “private sector, state and local governments, the science and higher
education communities, and other nations”
(1.1d) Addition of mention of “review and analysis of Federal research and development in
budgets”
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Side-by-side cropped screenshots
1/20/17 3/2/17

Internet Archive Page Status:
Previous version of the Obama administration page captured on December 18, 2016:
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218061337/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/o
stp/about
Current version of the Trump administration page captured on March 6, 2017:
https://web.archive.org/web/20170307015354/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/about
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Comparison 2: Office of Science and Technology Policy “Mission Statement”
● URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about (Obama Administration)

Note that this link is no longer live.
● URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines (Trump Administration)
● Side-by-side: 1/20/17 - 3/7/2017

Note that during the Obama Administration, the Mission Statement of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy was located on the “About” page. The Trump Administration lists the Office’s
Mission Statement on the “Compliance” page.

Screenshot 2.1
Previous Mission Statement:

The mission of the Office of Science and Technology Policy is threefold; first, to
provide the President and his senior staff with accurate, relevant, and timely
scientific and technical advice on all matters of consequence; second, to ensure
that the policies of the Executive Branch are informed by sound science; and
third, to ensure that the scientific and technical work of the Executive Branch is
properly coordinated so as to provide the greatest benefit to society.

Current Mission Statement:
The Office of Science and Technology Policy’s mission is set out in the National
Science and Technology Policy, Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976 (Public
Law 94-282, OSTP Organic Statute). It calls for OSTP to:
Serve as a source of scientific and technological analysis and judgement for the
President with respect to major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal
Government.
In addition, the Act authorizes OSTP to provide the President and others within
the Executive Office of the President with advice on the scientific, engineering,
and technological aspects of the economy, national security, homeland security,
health, foreign relations, the environment, and the technological recovery and
use of resources, among other topics. OSTP also leads interagency science and
technology efforts, assists the Office of Management and Budget with an annual
review and analysis of Federal research and development in budgets, and serves
as a source of scientific and technological analysis and judgment for the
President with respect to major policies, plans, and programs of the Federal
Government.

(2.1a) Phrase change from “accurate, relevant, and timely scientific and technical advice” to
“advice” (see red highlights above)
(2.1b) Phrase change from “all matters of consequence” to “scientific, engineering, and
technological aspects of the economy, national security, homeland security, health, foreign
relations, the environment, and the technological recovery and use of resources, among other
topics” (see blue highlights above)
(2.1c) Removal of phrase “sound science”
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(2.1d) Addition of original statement of purpose for the Office (quoted from OSTP Organic
Statute, Section 205a, 42 USC 6614)

Side-by-side cropped screenshots
1/20/17 3/7/17

“About” page (URL above) “Compliance” page (URL above)
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Screenshot 2.2
● URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines (Trump Administration)
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Screenshot 2.3
● URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-guidelines (Trump Administration)

This screenshot is added solely to show the rest of the content on the Compliance page. The
Obama administration did not have a Compliance page in its main menu for OSTP.
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Screenshot 2.4
● URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about (Obama Administration)

Internet Archive Page Status:
Previous version of the Obama administration page captured on December 18, 2016:
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218061337/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/o
stp/about
Current version of the Trump administration page captured on March 7, 2017:
https://web.archive.org/web/20170307021258/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/compliance-gui
delines
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Timeline of Office of Science and Technology Policy Main Page Creation
● URL: https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/

All administrations create new web presences during their transitions, meaning that the entire
whitehouse.gov domain is removed and recreated. The timeline of the creation of the Trump
Administration’s main OSTP page is shown below.

Note that the URL for the main page of OSTP has changed to https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp
during the transition to the Trump Administration.

Screenshot 3.1
● Side-by-side: 1/18/2017 - 1/21/2017

(3.1a) OSTP page removed as part of standard web presence switch between administrations.

Internet Archive Page Status:
Previous version of the Obama administration page captured on December 18, 2017:
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218212927/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/o
stp
Note that the Internet Archive does not capture versions of a page when the page does not
exist, meaning that the “splash pages” (meaning pages shown when a page doesn’t have

10

https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/about
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218212927/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp
https://web.archive.org/web/20161218212927/https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp


March 22, 2017

content yet) for OSTP are not part of the IA. Page snapshots were added to the Internet Archive
once the new Administration had created OSTP web pages.

Screenshot 3.2
● Side-by-side: 1/21/2017 - 1/24/2017

(3.2a) Trump Administration 404 splash page updated, but no additions of content

Screenshot 3.3
● Side-by-side: 1/24/2017 - 2/18/2017

(3.3a) Between 2/17 and 2/18, an OSTP main page was created without content or additional
links.
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Screenshot 3.4
● Side-by-side: 2/18/2017 - 2/23/2017

(3.4a) Links to further OSTP description pages (including About and Compliance pages) added
to OSTP main page.

Internet Archive Page Status:
The version of the Trump administration page captured on January 23, 2017 is the same as the
March 4, 2017 version:
https://web.archive.org/web/20170304140406/https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp
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