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Changes to EPA’s Page on Federal Collaborations on Climate Change

Links to and descriptions of environmental programs collaborating with international,
federal interagency, and tribal groups are removed from EPA’s climate collaboration

page.

Description

There were several potentially significant changes in the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA) Climate Change section on the Federal Partner Collaboration page, including a title
change from “Federal Partner Collaboration” to “EPA Adaptation Collaboration.” New text on the
page checked on January 22nd about the US Global Change Research Program highlights
adaptation research as a core function of the EPA rather than climate change mitigation,
preparedness or resilience, as described on the same page on January 16th.

The most significant change to this web site is the number of program descriptions and links
that have been removed:

1. Discussion of and reference to several plans, including the Climate Action Plan, the
National Action Plan, the National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan, and the National
Fish, Wildlife, and Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy.

2. Discussion of and reference to several committees, including the Interagency Council on
Climate Preparedness and Resilience, and State, Local, and Tribal Task Force on
Climate Preparedness and Resilience, both of which were established by Executive
Order in 2013. Language changed from requisite federal collaboration to the notion that
EPA would support some local efforts.

3. Information about and links to the Council on Environmental Quality, the Tribal
Environmental General Assistance Program, and the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development's (OECD) Environmental Policy Committee, which are
federal, tribal, and international programs, respectively. More information about each of
these is included toward the end of the document.



Screenshot 1: Federal Partner Collaboration

Screenshots

January 29, 2017

e URL: https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/epa-adaptation-collaboration
e Side-by-side View: 1/16/17 - 1/22/17

(1a) Name change from “Federal Partner Collaboration” to “EPA Adaptation Collaboration” and
removal of reference to Climate Action Plan.
(1b) Removal of reference to federal task forces established in Executive Order 13653 and

replacement with information about US Global Change Research Program (USGCRP), shifting
focus to adaptation rather than prevention or resilience.
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Screenshot 2: Federal Partner Collaboration
e URL: https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/epa-adaptation-collaboration
e Side-by-side View: 1/16/17 - 1/22/17

(2) Removal of reference to federal plans (and task forces therein).
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e URL: https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/epa-adaptation-collaboration

e Side-by-side View: 1/16/17 - 1/22/17

(3a) Removal of State, Local, and Tribal task force and community Climate Action Champions
program. Changed language about federal EPA supporting “some” state, local, and tribal

activities.

(3b) Removal of information about the Tribal Environmental General Assistance Program.
(3c) Removal of description and reference to international OECD’s Environment Policy

Committee.
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Internet Archive Page Status:

e Page is still up on January 13, 2017 at 07:36 -
https://web.archive.org/web/20170113073652/https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/feder
al-partner-collaboration

e Page redirects to “EPA Adaptation Collaboration” on January 26, 2017 at 14:58 -
https://web.archive.org/web/20170126145822/https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/epa-a
daptation-collaboration

Status of Links Removed from Jan 16th Page:
e Broken Links (Disclaimer: These whitehouse.gov links were expected to change with
the Administration change.)
o https://www.whitehouse.gov/share/climate-action-plan
o https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/initiatives/resilience
o https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq
o https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/us_national_action_plan_final_2.pd
f
o https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/oceans/implementationplan
e Links Redirecting to Archived Sites
o https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/administration/eop/oceans/policy
o https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/11/01/executive-order-preparin
g-united-states-impacts-climate-change
o https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/12/03/announcing-first-class-climate-actio
n-champions
e Working Links
o https://www.wildlifeadaptationstrategy.gov/
o https://www.epa.gov/tribal/indian-environmental-general-assistance-program-gap
o http://www.oecd.org/env/epoc.htm
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Another page where some of the same links have been removed:

Screenshot 4: Federal Collaborations Addressing Climate Change and Water

e URL:

https://www.epa.gov/climate-change-water-sector/federal-collaborations-addressing-clim

ate-change-and-water
e Side-by-side View: 1/16/17 - 1/26/17

(4) “Federal Collaborations Addressing Climate Change and Water” - Removed three of the

same links and preserved one.
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You will need Adobe Reader to view some of the files on this page. See EPA's About PDF page to learn
more,

& Looking Forward: Priorities for Managing Freshwater Resources in a Changing Climate

National Action Plan: Priorities for Managing f Resources in a Changing Climate

National Fish Wildlife and Plants Climate Adaptation Strateg

National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan

President's Climate Action Plan

State, Local, and Tribal Leaders Task Force on Climate Preparedness and Resilience
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* Advisory Committee on Water information (ACWI) - Water Resources Adaptation to Climate Change Workgroup
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Executive Initiatives

You will need Adobe Reader to view some of the files on this page. See EPA’s About PDF page to learn
more,

» Looking Forward: Priorities for Managing Freshwater Resources in a Changing Climate

* National Action Plan: Priorities for Managing Freshwater Resources in a Changing Climate

* National Fish Wildlife and Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy

Other Federal Collaborations
* Advisory Committee on Water Information (ACWI) - Water Resources Adaptation to Climate Change Workgroup

e Climate Change and Water Working Group (CC

e National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS

® U.S. Global Change Research Program

s Climate Change and Water Working Group (CCAV

¢ National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS)

e U.S. Global Change Research Program

Resources

Resources

 Directory of Regional Climate Change Adaptation Programs of Federal Natural Resources Agencies
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Another page with information about federal collaboration removed:

Screenshot 5: International Climate Partnerships
e URL: https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/international-climate-partnerships
e Side-by-side View: 1/16/17 - 1/22/17

(5a) Removal of paragraph affirming the United States’ commitment to international
collaboration on climate change.

(5b) Removal of “White House” link directing to the whitehouse.gov climate change page.
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Screenshot 6: International Climate Partnerships
URL: https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/international-climate-partnerships
Side-by-side View: 1/16/17 - 1/22/17
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(6) Removal of sentence highlighting EPA’s participation in developing the US Climate Action
Report, produced by the State Department. Note that “The U.S. Climate Action Report” link
forwards to a removed state.gov page.
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International Conventions

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

The United States is a party to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(unFcce) [BME and participates in ongoing negotiations under the UNFCCC. The

United States signed the treaty in June 1992 and ratified it in October of that same year,
becoming the first industrialized country and the fourth nation overall to do se. Under
the Convention, U.S. funding supports technology transfer, capacity building, and
adaptation programs in developing countries.

As one of its commitments under the UNFCCC, the United States produces an annual

inventory of greenhouse gas emissions and sinks. EPA leads this effort on behalf of the

United States government to collect and compile data from a number of other
departments and agencies. In addition, with contributions from EPA and other
federal agencies, the U.S. State Department coordinates and produces the periodic
National Communication of the United States (The U.S. Climate Action Report), a
reporting document that is required under the UNFCCC.

International Convention on the Prevention of Pollution
JSirom Ships

EPAis a fully engaged member of the United States Delegation to the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) and its Marine Environment Protection Committee
(MEPC). The IMO is a specialized United Nations agency respensible for improving

maritime safety and preventing pollution from ships. The MEPC develops international
guidelines and standards to reduce air exhaust and greenhouse gas emissions from
ships under Annex VI to the International Convention on the Prevention of Pollution
from Ships (MARPOL). In July 2011, the IMO amended MARPOL Annex VI to include
energy efficiency standards for new ships (PDF. 3 pp, 127K) through the designation of an
Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI). These EEDI standards phase in from 2013 to

Internet Archive

Status of Links Removed from Jan 16th Page
Broken Links
o “The U.S. Climate Action Report”:

IA version from January 10th:
http://web.archive.org/web/20170110201820/https://www.epa.gov/climatechange/interna
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International
Conventions
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

The United States is a party to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

(unkce) B and participates in ongoing negotiations under the UNFCCC. The
United States signed the treaty in June 1992 and ratified it in October of that same year,
becoming the first industrialized country and the fourth nation overall to do so. Under
the Convention, U.S. funding supports technology transfer, capacity building, and

adaptation programs in developing countries.

As one of its commitments under the UNFCCC, the United States produces an annual

inventory of greenhouse gas emissions and sinks. EPA leads this effort on behalf of the

United States government to collect and compile data from a number of other

departments and agencies

International Convention on the Prevention of Pollution
Jfirom Ships

EPAis a fully engaged member of the United States Delegation to the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) and its Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC).
The IMO is a specialized United Nations agency responsible for improving maritime:
safety and preventing pollution from ships. The MEPC develops international
guidelines and standards to reduce air exhaust and greenhouse gas emissions from
ships under Annex Vi to the International Convention on the Prevention of Pollution

ips (MARPOL), In July 2011, the IMO amended MARPOL Annex VI to include

iency standards for new ships (0, 3 pp, 127 K) through the designation of an
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Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI). These EEDI standards phase in from 2013 to
2025, and by then the standards will result in 30% reduction in fuel consumption and
carbon dioxide compared to today’s vessels.

tional-climate-partnerships

IA version from January 22nd:
http://web.archive.org/web/20170121095208/https://www.epa.gov/climatechangel/interna

tional-climate-partnerships

https://www.state.gov/e/oes/rIs/rpts/car6/index.htm?utm_content=bufferab672
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