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EDGI's Web Monitoring Work in Context

Alejandro Paz  |  September 15, 2020

About
Changes to U.S. government 

webpages changes don't happen in a 
vacuum.  Information the public has 

access to can be influenced by 
various factors, such as politics or 

regulatory changes. What EDGI Web 
Monitoring does help expose of how 

these factors affect the content of 
environment-related government 

webpages.

https://www.state.gov/s/climate/

U.S. announces plans to 
withdraw 

from the Paris Agreement

07/01/2017

Content Change Report

Removal of the State 
Department?s Climate 
Action Reports and 

Changes in Climate Office 
Descriptions

1/26/2017

 EPA removes its main climate 
change website

04/28/2018

"in the past decade or so, some members of former 
administrations and progressives in Congress have elevated 

single issue advocacy ? in many cases focused just on 
climate change ? to virtue-signal to foreign capitals, over the 

interests of communities within their own country."
 - EPA Administrator Wheeler delivering an address at the Nixon 

Presidential Library

09/03/2020

EDGI publishes: "Changing the Digital Climate: How 
Climate Change Web Content is Being Censored Under 

the Trump Administration"

- Several agencies removed or significantly 
reducedthe prominence of climate change Web 
content

- Removals of information about the federal 
government?s international obligations regarding 
climate change

- Language about climate change has been 
systematically changed across multiple agency and 
program websites

- January 2018

EDGI publishes: "The New Digital Landscape: How the 
Trump Administration Has Undermined Federal Web 

Infrastructures for Climate Information"

- Broad analysis of how the Trump administration has 
altered the use of terms related to climate change on 
federal environmental websites

- Recommendations include:
 - Restoration of critical information that was 
removed
 - Updated and maintain webpages in a transparent 
fashion
 - Pursue environmental data justice

- July 2019

Content addition

Content deletion

Access Change Report

EPA Discontinues Updates 
to Climate Change 

Websites

10/31/2018

https://www.epa.gov/climatechange
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