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Reduction in Access to Sage Grouse Conservation Information and
Resources on BLM Websites

Overview

The U. S. Department of Interior's Bureau of Land Management (BLM) removed and altered
web resources regarding conservation efforts for the sage grouse' during the period
between March 2018 and December 2018 when sage grouse conservation plans have been
under revision by BLM . The website changes detailed in this report occurred just before,
during, and shortly after the public comment period (May 4, 2018 - August 2, 2018) for
BLM'’s draft environmental impact statements and proposed amendments to six plans
managing sage grouse habitat and conservation in seven western states, and in the days
surrounding the release of the final proposed amendments and environmental impact
statements (December 6, 2018). Days before the comment period opened in May, BLM
removed its “Top 5 Things You Should Know About Greater Sage-Grouse” page that
highlighted the success of existing conservation efforts, and removed nine fact sheets
about sage grouse conservation efforts in 10 states. Leading up to the public comment
period, BLM also removed information regarding the withdrawal of prime sage grouse
habitat from oil and gas leasing, replaced it with a notice that the withdrawal had been
cancelled in October 2017, and then removed the page altogether during the comment
period (in June 2018). In August, directly following the public comment period, all of the
web pages regarding state-specific BLM conservation efforts were removed. On December
6, 2018 BLM posted proposed Resource Management Plan Amendments (RMPAs) and final
environmental impact statements (EIS) for the six plans, which initiated a protest period
from December 7, 2018 to January 8, 2019. Within days of posting the proposed
amendments and final EISs, BLM removed its webpage about state sage grouse
conservation efforts, and modified its remaining sage grouse webpages to remove mention
of the 2015 plans that were being amended and to reframe BLM's role as supporting states
and ensuring access to public lands.

Background Information on Sage Grouse Conservation

The greater sage grouse, the iconic bird of the sagebrush steppe whose males flare their
tail feathers, strut, and dance to attract mates, has undergone devastating population
losses as its habitat has been fragmented or destroyed due to oil and gas drilling, wildfires,
invasive species encroachment, and ex-urban development. Between 2007 and 2013, the
sage grouse experienced a population decrease of more than 50%. In 2010, the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service (FWS) determined that the greater sage grouse warranted listing under the
Endangered Species Act, but its listing was precluded due to other higher priorities (75 FR
13909). In a 2015 re-evaluation, FWS determined that, due to “an unprecedented
conservation planning effort by Federal, State, local, and private partners ... regulatory

"

' The BLM website uses a combination of “greater sage-grouse,” “sage-grouse,” and “sage grouse” to
refer to the bird in question. In this report, we primarily use “sage grouse.”


https://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/assets/2015/04/garton-et-al-2015-greater-sagegrouse-population-dynamics-and-persistence-31815.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2010/03/23/2010-5132/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-12-month-findings-for-petitions-to-list-the-greater
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2010/03/23/2010-5132/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-12-month-findings-for-petitions-to-list-the-greater
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mechanisms and conservation efforts adequately address the loss and fragmentation of
sage-grouse habitats...” and decided that including the sage grouse on the endangered
species list was no longer warranted (80 FR 59857). This multi-level, landscape-scale,
collaborative effort across a broad range of resource management interests, mobilized to
conserve the greater sage grouse, was proclaimed to be one of the most successful wildlife
conservation efforts in history.

In June 2017, Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke issued Secretarial Order 3353, which
established a Sage-Grouse Review Team with representatives from FWS, the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM), and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to review the sage grouse
conservation management plans with “local economic growth and job creation in mind.”
Under Secretary Zinke's direction, the Department of the Interior’s policies regarding the
sage grouse then began to shift, first with the BLM cancelling the withdrawal of 10 million
acres from oil and gas leasing in October 2017, opening that essential sage grouse habitat
to potential oil and gas development. In December 2017 and January 2018, the BLM issued
instructional memoranda to all field officials revising oil and gas leasing policies with regard
to sage grouse habitat and public notice to “alleviate unnecessary impediments and
burdens”.

On May 4, 2018, the BLM published draft amendments to six sage grouse resource
management plans covering seven states (Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, Nevada/California,
Utah, and Wyoming) along with draft Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) of those
amendments. The public comment period for the proposed amendments and EISs was
open from May 4, 2018 to August 2, 2018. On November 9, 2018 the BLM posted the
received comments, and on December 6, 2018 published the final proposed resource
management plan amendment (RMPA) and EIS for the six plans. A protest period for the
RMPAs and EISs is open from December 7, 2018 to January 8, 2019.

Description of Changes

The BLM reduced access to web resources regarding existing conservation efforts for the
greater sage-grouse in the spring and summer 2018, directly before, during, and shortly
after a public comment period for proposed amendments to sage grouse conservation
plans. BLM further reduced access to certain resources and restored access to others
following the release of the final RMPA and EISs, which opened a public protest period
lasting from December 7, 2018 to January 8, 2019.

The BLM published draft environmental impact statements and draft amendments to six
BLM sage grouse resource management plans covering seven states on May 4, 2018. In the
days prior to those publications and the public comment period regarding them, BLM
removed its “Top 5 Things You Should Know about Greater Sage-Grouse” web page (1.1a),
reduced access to all nine of its BLM state-specific sage grouse conservation fact sheets
(Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Nevada/California, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah,
Wyoming) (e.g. 7.1a, 8.1a), and deleted information regarding the withdrawal of sage


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2015/10/02/2015-24292/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-12-month-finding-on-a-petition-to-list-greater
http://www.trcp.org/2017/12/08/five-organizations-leading-conservation-success-sagebrush-country/
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/so_3353.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-interior-ryan-zinke-statement-sage-grouse-report
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-cancels-10-million-acre-sagebrush-focal-area-withdrawal-proposal
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-cancels-10-million-acre-sagebrush-focal-area-withdrawal-proposal
https://www.blm.gov/policy/im-2018-026
https://www.blm.gov/policy/im-2018-034
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=renderDefaultPlanOrProjectSite&projectId=90121&dctmId=0b0003e880fb63b3
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=dispatchToPatternPage&currentPageId=134122
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=dispatchToPatternPage&currentPageId=134122
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=renderDefaultPlanOrProjectSite&projectId=90121&dctmId=0b0003e880fb63b3
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=renderDefaultPlanOrProjectSite&projectId=90121&dctmId=0b0003e880fb63b3
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grouse habitat from oil and gas leasing in favor of a notice of that withdrawal's cancellation
(which occurred in October 2017) (6.1a). BLM added contextual information for the
upcoming draft amendments to one of the nine state-specific sage grouse conservation
efforts pages, the Oregon page (13.1a). BLM also modified the text on the Wyoming page
to remove the sentence “Energy development and associated infrastructure is a
predominant threat, along with invasive species in northeastern Wyoming” (15.1a).

During the public comment period for BLM's draft amendments and draft environmental
impact statements, May 4 - August 2, 2018, BLM made minor modifications to its website
regarding sage grouse conservation that shuffled information across various sage grouse
web pages (see pairs 2.3a and 5.1b, 4.1a and 5.1a, 4.1a and 2.2a). BLM also removed a link
to the State Sage Grouse Efforts webpage from the main Greater Sage Grouse webpage
(2.3a) and removed the webpage with information about the cancellation of sage grouse
focal area withdrawal from oil and gas leasing (6.6a).

In the days following the public comment period in early August 2018, BLM substantially
reduced access to state-specific conservation plan information by removing the state sage
grouse efforts webpages (7.2-15.2), and removed links to those pages from the main State
Sage-Grouse Efforts webpage (3.3a). BLM also removed the sentence, “federal and state
management plans are important for addressing threats to the species” from the State
Sage-Grouse Efforts webpage (3.3b).

BLM's final proposed resource management plan amendments and EISs for the six sage
grouse plans were published on December 6, 2018. Within days of this publication, BLM
removed its State Sage-Grouse Efforts webpage (3.5a), and reframed its role in sage grouse
management from being complementary to states’ roles, to highlighting the states’ primary
roles in sage grouse conservation (2.5b). BLM stated that the plan amendments provided
more flexibility and access to public lands, and asserted that “increased access to public
lands and resources ensures shared stewardship of sagebrush landscapes...” (4.4b). BLM
also altered language to remove reference to the 2015 conservation plans and the 2015
decision to not list the sage grouse on the endangered species list due to coordinated
conservation plans (2.5b and 4.4b), and removed a clause about the importance of buffer
zones around breeding grounds (5.3a). During this time, BLM also restored three state
sage grouse efforts webpages, for Idaho, Oregon, and Utah (11.3, 13.4, 14.3). A public
protest period regarding the EISs is open from December 7, 2018 to January 8, 2019.

Please note that, throughout this report, portions of webpage text that were changed,
added, or removed are emphasized in bold italics.
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Page Page Title URL Changes Highlights
Identified
Page 1 [ Top 5 Things You Should | https://www.blm.gov/ | Page removed Primary introductory
Know About Greater programs/fish-and-wi sage grouse page
Sage-Grouse |dlife/sagegrouse/wh removed (1.1a).
Page 2 | Greater Sage-Grouse https://www.blm.gov/ | Page Reframed federal role
programs/fish-and-wi | reorganization; (2.5a), removed info
|dlife/sage-grouse text and link about 2015 plans (2.5b).
changes
Page 3 | State Sage-Grouse Efforts | https://www.blm.gov/ | Links and video Sage grouse video
programs/fish-and-wi | removed; textand | removed (3.2a). Links to
|dlife/sagegrouse/stat image changes; state-specific efforts
page removed pages removed (3.3a);
e-sagegrouse-efforts map of sage grouse
conservation area
removed (3.4a). Page
removed (3.5a).
Page 4 | BLM Greater https://www.blm.gov/ | Text changes; link | Added text to promote
Sage-Grouse Plans programs/fish-and-wi | changes flexibility and increased
|dlife/sagegrouse/blm access to public lands
(4.4a).
-sagegrouse-plans
Page5 [ Implementing the BLM's | https://www.blm.gov/ | Text changes Removed clause about
Greater Sage-Grouse programs/fish-and-wi buffer zones (5.3a).
Plans ife/ /
plementing-plans
Page 6 | Sage-Grouse Focal Area https://www.blm.gov/ | Text changes; page | Detailed information
Withdrawal Cancellation | programs/fish-and-wi | removal about leasing
i withdrawal removed
i (6.1a). Page removed
-sagegrouse-plans/mi (6.6a)
nerals-withdrawals
Pages State Sage-Grouse Efforts | https://www.blm.gov/ | Page removals Links to fact sheets
Z-15 webpages programs/fish-and-wi removed (e.g. 7.1a).

Idlife/sagegrouse/stat

e-sagegrouse-efforts/
***

Clause about the threat
of energy extraction to
sage grouse
conservation removed
from one page (15.1a).
All state sage grouse
conservation efforts
pages removed (e.g.
7.2a). Three state pages
restored (11.3, 13.4,
14.3)



https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/what-you-should-know%5C
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/what-you-should-know%5C
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/what-you-should-know%5C
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/what-you-should-know%5C
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sage-grouse
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sage-grouse
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sage-grouse
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/state-sagegrouse-efforts
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Detailed Description of Changes

Page 1: TOP 5 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT GREATER
SAGE-GROUSE

URL:
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/what-you-should-know
Removed page
Page removal occurred between March 15, 2018, 5:24 AM EDT and May 3, 2018,
12:57 AM EDT
Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine links
o Closest pre-change (August 2017):
https://web.archive.org/web/20170808130700/https://www.blm.gov/progra
ms/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/what-you-should-know
o Closest post-change (December 2018):
https://web.archive.org/web/20181208203413/https://www.blm.gov/progra
ms/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/what-you-should-know

Screenshot 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5:

The entire page “Top 5 Things You Should Know About Greater Sage-Grouse” was removed.
The following details the content that was removed from the page:

(1.1a) Text removed from removed page:

"Learn the top five things you should know about the sage grouse and why you
should care (originally shared by the Department of the Interior).

1. The greater sage grouse does not require Endangered Species Act protection.
Over the past five years, an unprecedented, science-based land conservation effort
across the west has taken place to protect the sagebrush landscape and reduce
the threats to the sage grouse’s habitat. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
announced that these efforts have led to a huge wildlife win -- the sage grouse
does not require Endangered Species Act protection.

(1.2a) Text removed from page (continued)

2. Largest land conservation effort in U.S. history. A diverse group of people
across 11 western states has come together to protect the greater sage grouse,
which calls the iconic sagebrush landscape home. States, federal land
management agencies, private landowners, scientists, developers and many other
stakeholders have all stepped up to protect and restore the sagebrush ecosystem.
It's making a huge difference, significantly reducing threats to 90 percent of the
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bird’s breeding habitat.

3. What's good for the bird is good for the herd. Many of the species that live in
the sagebrush ecosystem are found nowhere else in the world. Protecting the sage
grouse’s habitat also protects the 350+ other species -- from mule deer and elk to
pronghorn and golden eagles -- that depend on the sagebrush landscape for
survival.

(1.3a) Text removed from page (continued)
4. Sagebrush equals world-class recreation. Nicknamed the sagebrush sea, the
sagebrush ecosystem provides amazing outdoor recreation opportunities. These
activities, along with ranching, are key to local economies. A healthy sagebrush
habitat supports $1 billion in outdoor recreation.

(1.4a) Text removed from page (continued)
5. The sage grouse knows how to dance. The sage grouse is a stately looking bird
with an elaborate mating ritual. Male birds strut, fan their feathers and inflate
bright yellow throat sacs while making a popping sound -- all with the hope of
attracting a female. These birds definitely know how to dance.”

(1.2b, 1.4b) Links removed from within removed page:
Two links were also removed from within the page’s main text: a 2015 Department
of the Interior press release announcing, among other things, that the Sage-Grouse
no longer necessitated inclusion on the Endangered Species Act due to the
large-scale conservation project (“Read the 2015 press release by the Department of
the Interior”) and a link to a 2017 BLM Socio-Economic Impact Report (“Read our
latest socio-economic impact report here”). Both of these pages are still online as of
December 7, 2018.

(1.1b, 1.2¢,1.3b, 1.4c) Two images and three embedded YouTube videos removed along
with page.

(1.5a) Left sidebar removed along with page
O FISH AND WILDLIFE

3 THREATENED AND ENDANGERED

3 FISHERIES AND AQUATICS

3 WILDLIFE

3 SAGE-GROUSE
Yy BLM SAGE-GROUSE PLANS
Y STATE SAGE-GROUSE EFFORTS
Yy  PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL AND DRAFT EIS
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(EDGI Note: The link here is to Internet Archive Wayback Machine version
of site, as site is no longer available (see 6.3q)

BFTETE U.S. DEFARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND
MANAGEMENT

Top 5 Things You Should Know about Greater Sage-grouse

Learn the top five things you should know about the sage grouse and why you should care
(originally shared by the Department of the Interior).

1. The greater sage grouse does not require Endangered Species Act protection. Over the past
five years, an unprecedented, science-based land conservation effort across the west has taken
place to protect the sagebrush landscape and reduce the threats to the sage grouse’s habitat. The
U S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced that these efforts have led to a huge wildlife win -- the
sage grouse does not require Endangered Species Act protection.

Screenshot 1.1

Read the 2015 press release by the Department of the Interior .

2. Largest land conservation effort in U.S. history. A diverse group of people across 11 western
states has come together to protect the greater sage grouse, which calls the iconic sagebrush
landscape home. States. federal land management agencies. private landowners, scientists,
developers and many other stakeholders have all stepped up to protect and restore the sagebrush
ecosystem. It’s making a huge difference, significantly reducing threats to 90 percent of the
bird’s breeding habstat.

3. What's good for the bird is good for the herd. Many of the species that live in the sagebrush
ecosystem are found nowhere else in the world. Protecting the sage grouse’s habitat also protects
the 350+ other species - from mule deer and elk to pronghorn and golden eagles - that depend
on the sagebrush landscape for survival.

Screenshot 1.2

4. Sagebrush equals world-class recreation. Nicknamed the sagebrush sea, the sagebrush
ecosystem provides amazing outdoor recreation opportunities. These activities, along with
ranching, are key to local economies. A healthy sagebrush habstat supports $1 billion 1n outdoor
recreation.

Screenshot 1.3

* ledHomel

Page Not Found
Sorry, the content you are looking for is not found or has moved.

Please return to the home page at www blm.gov or try the search box above.

Were you looking for any of these items?

+ Recreation sites across the BLM - Search by State, recreation activity
and keyword

Press Releases - Searchable by State, year and keyword

BLM Forms - search for forms needed to do business with the BLM
Navigator - BLM Navigator is your one-stop shop for keyword and
geospatial search of BLM data In just minutes you can search our trove
of maps and datasets which you can annotate, edit and save with ease.

« Public Room - Find maps, brochures, reports, factsheets, guides, and >

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND

MANAGEMENT

Page Not Found
Sorry, the content you are looking for is not found or has moved.

Please return to the home page at www.bim.gov or try the search box above.
Were you looking for any of these items?

« Recreation sites across the BELM - Search by State, recreation activity
and keyword

« Press Releases - Searchable by State, year and keyword

« BLM Forms - search for forms needed to do business with the BLM

« Navigalor - BLM Navigator is your one-stop shop for keyword and
geospatial search of BLM data. In just minutes you can search our trove
of maps and datasets which you can annotate, edit and save with ease.

» Public Room - Find maps, brochures, reports, factsheets, guides, and =

PSR  U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND

MANAGEMENT

Page Not Found
Sorry, the content you are looking for is not found or has moved.

Please return to the home page at www.blm gov or try the search box above.
Were you looking for any of these items?

= Recreation sites across the BLM - Search by State, recreation activity
and keyword

= Press Releases - Searchable by State, year and keyword

= BLM Forms - search for forms needed to do business with the BLM

« Navigator - BLM Navigator is your cne-stop shop for keyword and
geospatial search of BLM data. In just minutes you can search our trove
of maps and datasets which you can annotate, edit and save with ease.

» Public Room - Find maps, brochures, reports, factsheets, quides, and -
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and state roles, all in the interest of strengthening plans at all levels and

improving on-the-ground outcomes.

Successful conservation of Greater Sage-Grouse requires shared stewardship
among states, private citizens, landowners and federal land management agencies
like the BLM. Wherever possible, the BLM coordinates with partners to conserve
and restore the most valuable lands for maintaining the Greater Sage-Grouse and
its habitat, places where the bird reproduces and sites with high-quality sagebrush.

There are three common approaches:

e Improving sagebrush habitat that has been damaged by wildfire, weed

invasions and development.

e Reducing the threat of rangeland fire that can turn productive sagebrush
habitat into weed-filled wastelands, particularly in the Great Basin region of
Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Oregon and northeastern California.

0 Protecting intact habitat by managing disturbance to these lands.

In December 2017, the BLM issued revised policies, known as Instruction
Memorandums (IMs), detailing how these plans are put into action in decisions at
the field level. You can view the IMs using the Quick Links on this page.

(5.4a) Minor changes to the Sagebrush Focal Area Withdrawal section.

(5.4b) Renaming of the Quick Links section to Planning and Policy Documents.

IMPLEMENTING THE BLM’'S GREATER SAGE-GROUSE PLANS

PUTTING PLANS INTO ACTION

The BLM continuing to work with its partners to ensure the conservation of sagebrush habitat on western
public lands that face various threats identified in the resource management plans adopted in 2015.

We're working alongside the U.S. Forest Service and the Natural Resources Conservation Service , the
Western states and countless private land owners to tumn the plans from huge paper documents into on-the-
ground success stories. Wherever possible, we're coordinating our efforts with these partners’ own plans to
conserve and restore the most valuable lands for maintaining the Greater Sage-Grouse and its habitat, places
where the bird reproduces and vith high quality sagebrush

There are three common approaches.

+ Protecting intact habitat by capping the amount of disturbance on these lands and establishing buffers
around the bird's breeding grounds.

= Improving sagebrush habitat that has been damaged by wildfir

= Reducing the threat of rangeland fire that can turn p brush habitat into weed-filled
wastelands, particularly in the Great Basin region of Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Oregon and northeastern

w3
Pl

eed invasions and development

Screenshot 5.3

When working to transform management plans on paper into on-the-ground success stories, being a good
neighbor is good for conservation. The BLM, Western governors and state wildlife agencies in cooperation
with other stakeholders and partners have proposed amendments to update existing plans intended to better
align federal plans with respective state plans and reflect complementary federal and state roles, all in the
interest of strengthening plans at all levels and improving on-the-ground outcomes.

Successful conservation of Greater Sage-Grouse requires shared

ip among states, private cit 3
landowners and federal land management agencies like the BLM. Wherever possible, the BLM coordinates
With'partnersito conserve and restore the most valuable lands for maintaining the Greater Sage-Grouse and
its habitat, places where the bird reproduces and sites with highequality’'sagebrush

There are three common apj

= Improving sagebrush habitat that has been damaged by wildfire, weed invasions and development

+ Reducing the threat of rangeland fire that can turn productive sagebrush habitat into weed-filled
wastelands, particularly in the Great Basin region of Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Oregon and northeastern
California

+ Protecting intact habitat by managing disturbance to these lands.

32



AddifionallyjifiDecember 2017, the BLM issued revised policies, known as Instruction Memorandums (IMs),
detailing how these plans are put into action in decisions at the field level. You can view the IMs using the
Quick Links on this page.

The BLM, Western governors and state wildlife agencies are currently working to build on the 2015 plans.
Proposed amendments are intended to better align federal plans with respective state plans and reflect
les, in the interest of strengthening plans at all levels and improving on-

y federal and stat
the-ground cutcomes.

SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL

Reecentdata show that future mining is not a significant threat to Greater Sage-Grouse habitat: The BLM has]
therefare, cancelled the application to withdraw sagebrush focal areas (SFAs) in six Western states from
location and entry under the mining laws, and terminated the associated environmental analysis. Lands
initially proposed for withdrawal remain open to location and entry under the United States mining laws,
subject to valid existing rights, the provision of existing withdrawals, other segregations of record, and other
requirements of applicable law.

GREATER SAGE-GROUSE PLAN AMENDMENTS »

IMPLEMENTATION OF GREATER SAGE-GROUSE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN REVISIONS OR AMENDMENTS - OIL
& GAS LEASING AND DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIZATION OBJECTIVE »

IMP1 FMENTATINN OF THE HARITAT NRIFCTIVES TARIF FRNOM THE 2015 RREATFR SARF-RRNIISF APPRAVEN
4

Screenshot 5.4
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IRiDecember 2017, the BLM issued revised policies, known as Instruction Memorandums (IMs), detailing how
these plans are put into action in decisions at the field level. You can view the IMs using the Quick Links on
this page.

SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL

Inlight'of recent data shawing'that future mining is not a significant threat to Greater Sage-Grouse habitat]
the BLM cancelled the application to withdraw sagebrush focal areas (SFAs) in six Western states from
location and entry under the mining laws, and terminated the associated environmental analysis. Lands
inftially proposed for withdrawal remain open to location and entry under the United States mining laws
subject to valid existing rights, the provision of existing withdrawals, other segregations of record, and other
requirements of applicable law.

GREATER SAGE-GROUSE PLAN AMENDMENTS »

IMPLEMENTATION OF GREATER SAGE-GROUSE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN REVISIONS OR AMENDMENTS - OIL
& GAS LEASING AND DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIZATION OBJECTIVE »

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HABITAT OBJECTIVES TABLE FROM THE 2015 GREATER SAGE-GROUSE APPROVED
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLANS AND AMENDMENTS »

SETTING PRIORITIES FOR REVIEW AND PROCESSING OF GRAZING AUTHORIZATIONS AND RELATED LIVESTOCK
GRAZING MONITORING »

INCORPORATING THRESHOLDS AND RESPONSES INTO GRAZING PERMITS/LEASES » -
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PAGE 6: SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL CANCELLATION

e URL:
https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/blm-sagegrouse-plans/
minerals-withdrawals
Text changes; page removal
Changes in screenshots 6.1 - 6.5 occurred between March 14, 2018 11:14 AM EDT
and May 4, 2018 5:26 AM EDT.

e Changes in screenshot 6.6 (page removal) occurred between June 6, 2018 10:25 AM
EDT and June 12, 2018 7:20 AM EDT.

e Internet Archive Wayback Machine links:

o Closest pre-changes (August 8, 2017):
https://web.archive.org/web/20170808132406/https://www.blm.gov/progra
ms/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/blm-sagegrouse-plans/minerals-withdrawals

o Closest post-change, pre-removal (May 15, 2018):
https://web.archive.org/web/20180515221716/https://www.blm.gov/progra
ms/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/blm-sagegrouse-plans/minerals-withdrawals

o Closest post-removal (December 8, 2018):
https://web.archive.org/web/20181208205236/https://www.blm.gov/progra
ms/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/blm-sagegrouse-plans/minerals-withdrawals

Screenshot 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5:

Changes in screenshots 6.1 - 6.5 occurred between March 14, 2018 and May 4, 2018.

(6.1a-6.4a) Text overhaul, from explaining the sagebrush focal area proposed withdrawal
to a short notice that the proposed withdrawals were cancelled.

Text as of March 14, 2018:

SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL

The BLM and Forest Service greater sage-grouse land use plans approved in 2015
recommended that the Secretary of the Interior safeguard the most important
habitat for the bird by withdrawing them from the Mining Law of 1872, subject to
valid existing rights. These lands, covering about 10 million acres of federal lands,
within Sagebrush Focal Areas (SFA) were identified by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service as strongholds vital to the GRSG’s persistence as a species. They are
located in Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming .

You can review a fact sheet about the proposal here .

Proposed Withdrawal and Temporary Segregation
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https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/blm-sagegrouse-plans/minerals-withdrawals
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https://web.archive.org/web/20181208205236/https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/blm-sagegrouse-plans/minerals-withdrawals
https://web.archive.org/web/20181208205236/https://www.blm.gov/programs/fish-and-wildlife/sagegrouse/blm-sagegrouse-plans/minerals-withdrawals
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/SageGrousePlanMineralWithdrawal_SFA_FactSheet.pdf
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The Department of the Interior published notice of the agencies’ application for
withdrawal on September 24, 2015, beginning what is known as a segregation of
the lands that lasts for two years. This segregation, which lasts up to two years
until the Secretary decides whether to make the withdrawal, prohibits the location
and entry of new mining claims in the designated areas. The proposed withdrawal
would affect most metallic mineral deposits, industrial minerals and uncommon
varieties of stone. The withdrawal would not affect mineral leasing, such as for oil
or gas, or mineral material sales. “ Mining Claims and Sites on Federal Land ”
offers more information on this topic.

Neither the segregation nor the proposed withdrawal, if approved, prohibits any
other authorized uses on these lands, such as grazing, recreation, OHV use, or
development of leasable solid minerals, mineral materials, oil and gas, or
geothermal resources.

Map of the September 24, 2015 proposed withdrawal .

For maps of the Amended Proposed Withdrawal, select your area of interest
from the linked map . The extent of the amended proposed withdrawal is
detailed by legal description ( Exhibit B ). The maps are provided for
reference only.

To view the amended proposed withdrawal legal description, click below:
Exhibit A: NV Alternative Additions

Exhibit B: Amended Proposed Withdrawal

For Geographic Information System (GIS) data for the Amended Proposed
Withdrawal and Draft EIS, click here .

O¢ O«

O« O«
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Draft Environmental Impact Statement

™

O The BLM has prepared a Draft EIS, which is available for review here.
Request a CD of the Draft EIS here .

Fact Sheet on Proposed Withdrawal from Mineral Entry in Sagebrush Focal
Areas

Federal Register Notice

Comments are due March 30, 2017. You can submit your comments by email
here . Alternatively, public meetings have been scheduled during the
comment period. A list of dates and locations is available here . Get
information about how to submit a comment, and how comments will be
addressed here.

The Draft EIS considers the impacts of a range of alternatives from changing
the configuration and acreage of the withdrawal or not implementing the
withdrawal (the “No Action” Alternative).

0 Toview a map of the Proposed Action, the NV Alternative, the ID
Alternative 1 or ID Alternative 2 select them here. For maps of the High
Mineral Potential Alternative , select your area of interest from the linked
map.

(@

O« O«

(@
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http://blm-egis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=45b2d7896c36467aac3990b739d75a26
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Exhibit_A_SFA.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Exhibit_B_SFA.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/documents/files/SFA_Draft_EIS_GIS_Data.gdb.zip
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=renderDefaultPlanOrProjectSite&projectId=70697&dctmId=0b0003e880df4549
http://northwindgrp.com/blm-eis-cd-request/
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/SageGrousePlanMineralWithdrawal_SFA_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/SageGrousePlanMineralWithdrawal_SFA_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/12/30/2016-31629/environmental-impact-statements-availability-etc-amended-proposed-withdrawal-and-notice-of-public
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0 For Geographic Information System (GIS) data for the Amended Proposed
Withdrawal and Draft EIS click here .

0 Toview additional information from the Draft EIS Public meetings select

them here: Draft EIS Posters | Idaho Alternative Withdrawal Area Map |

High Mineral Potential Alternative Withdrawal Area Map | Nevada

Alternative Withdrawal Area Map |Proposed Action Withdrawal Area Map .

Final Environmental Impact Statement

Based on the comments to the Draft EIS from our cooperators and the public, we
will prepare a Final EIS and a Record of Decision (ROD) implementing that
statement. When the Final EIS and ROD are completed they will be available here .

Withdrawal

If, after completing the analysis and associated public participation process, the
Secretary decides to approve the withdrawal, it could be put in place for a
maximum of 20 years. The withdrawal would not prohibit ongoing or future
mining exploration or extraction operations on valid pre-existing claims. Neither
the segregation nor the proposed withdrawal would prohibit any other authorized
uses on these lands.

Text as of May 4, 2018:
SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL CANCELLATION

Based on a recent analysis and review of data available that showed that future
mining is not a significant threat to sage grouse habitat, the Bureau of Land
Management has canceled its Sagebrush Focal Area withdrawal application and
the Department’s proposed withdrawal of 10 million acres of federal lands from
location and entry under the mining law in Greater Sage-grouse habitat in six
Western States. The BLM also terminated the associated environmental analysis
process. The notice of cancellation can be found on the BLM website here:
https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn .

(6.5a) Changes to QUICK LINKS section:

Links as of March 14, 2018:

O Draft Sagebrush Focal Area Withdrawal Environmental Impact Statement
News Release on Draft EIS on Proposed Withdrawal

Mining Claims and Sites on Federal Land

USGS Minerals Potential Report

@]

o O O

Links as of May 4, 2018:
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https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/documents/files/SFA_Draft_EIS_GIS_Data.gdb.zip
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/SFA_DEIS_Posters_PubMeeting.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Idaho_Alternative_Withdrawal_Area_PubMeeting.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/High_Mineral_Potential_Alternative_Withdrawal_Area_PubMeeting.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Nevada_Alternative_Withdrawal_Area_PubMeeting.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Nevada_Alternative_Withdrawal_Area_PubMeeting.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Proposed_Action_Withdrawal_Map_PubMeeting.pdf
https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=renderDefaultPlanOrProjectSite&projectId=70697&dctmId=0b0003e880df4549
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-releases-draft-eis-proposed-withdrawal-crucial-sage-grouse-habitat
https://blm-prod.opengov.ibmcloud.com/sites/blm.gov/files/MiningClaims.pdf
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20165089
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e Cancellation Notice of Sagebrush Focal Area Withdrawals
e Mining Claims and Sites on Federal Land
USGS Minerals Potential Report

SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL

SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL

The BLM and Forest Service greater sage-grouse land use plans approved in 2015 CANCELLATION
recommended that the Secretary of the Interior safeguard the most important
habitat for the bird by withdrawing them from the Mining Law of 1872, subject to Based on a recent analysis and review of data available that showed that future
valid existing rights. These lands, covering about 10 million acres of federal lands, mining is not a significant threat to sage grouse habitat, the Bureau of Land
within Sagebrush Focal Areas (SFA) were identified by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Management has canceled its Sagebrush Focal Area withdrawal application and the
Service as strongholds vital to the GRSG's persistence as a species. They are Department’s proposed withdrawal of 10 million acres of federal lands from location
located in Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming . and entry under the mining law in Greater Sage-grouse habitat in six Western

) States. The BLM also terminated the associated environmental analysis process.
G S E e s e T e b T The notice of cancellation can be found on the BLM website here:

https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn .

Proposed Withdrawal and Temporary Segregation

The Department of the Interior published notice of the agencies’ application for QUICK LINKS

withdrawal on September 24, 2015, beginning what is known as a segregation of the

lande that lacte far twn veare  This @anrenation which lacte n tn fwn veara nintil the i CANCELLATIONNOTICEOF: SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWALS| » T
» »

Screenshot 6.1

lands that lasts for two years. This segregation, which lasts up to two years untilthe  « -

Secretary decides whether to make the withdrawal, prohibits the location and entry SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL

of new mining claims in the designated areas. The proposed withdrawal would CANCELLATION

affect most metallic mineral deposits, industrial minerals and uncemmon varieties

of stone. The withdrawal would not affect mineral leasing, such as for oil or gas, or Based on a recent analysis and review of data available that showed that future

mineral material sales. “ Mining Claims and Sites on Federal Land " offers more mining is ot a significant threat to sage grouse habitat, the Bureau of Land

il G G Management has canceled its Sagebrush Focal Area withdrawal application and the

Department’s proposed withdrawal of 10 million acres of federal lands from location
and entry under the mining law in Greater Sage-grouse habitat in six Western

States. The BLM also terminated the associated environmental analysis process.
The notice of cancellation can be found on the BLM website here:
https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn .

Neither the segregation nor the propesed withdrawal, if approved, prohibits any
other authorized uses on these lands, such as grazing, recreation, OHV use, or
development of leasable solid minerals, mineral materials, oil and gas, or
geothermal resources.

+ Map of the September 24, 2015 proposed withdrawal .
= For maps of the Amended Proposed Withdrawal, select your area of interest

from the linked map . The extent of the amended proposed withdrawal is QUICK LINKS

detailed by legal description ( Exhibit B ). The maps are provided for reference

only. L CANCELLATION NOTICE OF SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWALS| » 2
» »
Screenshot 6.2
only. - -
= To view the amended proposed withdrawal legal description, click below: SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL
« Exhibit A: NV Alternative Additions CANCELLATION
+ Exhibit B: Amended Proposed Withdrawal
° Folr RGN Information‘System (GIS) data for the Amended Proposed Based on a recent analysis and review of data available that showed that future
WithrevralondRea il e Rhelen mining is not a significant threat to sage grouse habitat, the Bureau of Land
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Management has canceled its Sagebrush Focal Area withdrawal application and the
+ The BLM has prepared a Draft EIS, which is available for review here. Request Department’s proposed withdrawal of 10 million acres of federal lands from location
a CD of the Draft EIS here . and entry under the mining law in Greater Sage-grouse habitat in six Western
= Fact Sheet on Proposed Withdrawal from Mineral Entry in Sagebrush Focal States. The BLM also terminated the associated environmental analysis process.
Areas The notice of cancellation can be found on the BLM website here:
+ Federal Register Notice https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn .

Comments are due March 30, 2017. You can submit your comments by email
here . Alternatively, public meetings have been scheduled during the comment

period. A list of dates and locations is available here . Get information about QUICK LINKS

how to submit 8 comment, and how comments will be addressed here.
The Draft EIS considers the impacts of a range of alternatives from changing - CANCELLATION NOTICE OF SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWALS » -

Screenshot 6.3
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https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/FINAL%20SFA%20withdrawal%20cancellation%20FRN%20Oct%204%202017%20PDF.pdf
https://blm-prod.opengov.ibmcloud.com/sites/blm.gov/files/MiningClaims.pdf
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20165089

.

The Draft EIS considers the impacts of a range of alternatives from changing
the configuration and acreage of the withdrawal or not implementing the
withdrawal (the “No Action” Alternative).

To view a map of the Proposed Action , the NV Alternative , the ID Alternative 1
or ID Alternative 2 select them here. For maps of the High Mineral Potential
Alternative , select your area of interest from the linked map.

For Geographic Information System (GIS) data for the Amended Proposed
Withdrawal and Draft EIS click here .

To view additional information from the Draft EIS Public meetings select them
here: Draft EIS Posters | Idaho Alternative Withdrawal Area Map | High Mineral
Potential Alternative Withdrawal Area Map | Nevada Alternative Withdrawal
Area Map | Proposed Action Withdrawal Area Map .

.

.

.

Final Environmental Impact Statement

Based on the comments to the Draft EIS from our cooperators and the public, we will
prepare a Final EIS and a Record of Decision (ROD) implementing that statement.
When the Final EIS and ROD are completed they will be available here .

Screenshot 6.4

Withdrawal

If, after completing the analysis and associated public participation process, the
Secretary decides to approve the withdrawal, it could be put in place for a maximum
of 20 years. The withdrawal would not prohibit ongoing or future mining exploration
or extraction operations on valid pre-existing claims. Neither the segregation nor the
proposed withdrawal would prohibit any other authorized uses on these lands.

QUICK LINKS

DRAFT SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT »
NEWS RELEASE ON DRAFT EIS ON PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL

MINING CLAIMS AND SITES ON FEDERAL LAND »

USGS MINERALS POTENTIAL REPORT »
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SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL
CANCELLATION

Based on a recent analysis and review of data available that showed that future
mining is not a significant threat to sage grouse habitat, the Bureau of Land
Management has canceled its Sagebrush Focal Area withdrawal application and the
Department’s proposed withdrawal of 10 million acres of federal lands from location
and entry under the mining law in Greater Sage-grouse habitat in six Western

States. The BLM also terminated the associated environmental analysis process.
The notice of cancellation can be found on the BLM website here:
https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn .

QUICK LINKS

CANCELLATION NOTICE OF SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWALS »

Based on a recent analysis and review of data available that showed that future
mining is not a significant threat to sage grouse habitat, the Bureau of Land
Management has canceled its Sagebrush Focal Area withdrawal application and the
Department’s proposed withdrawal of 10 million acres of federal lands from location
and entry under the mining law in Greater Sage-grouse habitat in six Western

States. The BLM also terminated the associated environmental analysis process.
The notice of cancellation can be found on the BLM website here:
https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn .

QUICK LINKS

CANCELLATION NOTICE OF SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWALS| »
MINING CLAIMS AND SITES ON FEDERAL LAND »
USGS MINERALS POTENTIAL REPORT »

Screenshot 6.5

Screenshot 6.6

Changes observed in screenshot 6.3 occurred between June 6, 2018 and June 12, 2018.

(6.6a) Removal of this page six weeks after the changes described above (6.1 - 6.5).

BUREAU OF LAND
MANAGEMENT

I FISH AND WILDLIFE [+ ] I

SAGEBRUSH FOCAL AREA WITHDRAWAL CANCELLATION

Based on arecent analysis and review of data available that showed that future mining is not a significant
threat to sage grouse habitat, the Bureau of Land Management has canceled its Sagebrush Focal Area
withdrawal application and the Department’s proposed withdrawal of 10 million acres of federal lands from
location and entry under the mining law in Greater Sage-grouse habitat in six Western States. The BLM also
terminated the associated environmental analysis process. The notice of cancellation can be found on the
BLM website here: https://on.doi.gov/2hOpRxn .

CANCELLATION NOTICE OF
MINING CLAIMS AND SITES ON FEDERAL LAND »
USGS MINERALS POTENTIAL REPORT
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Screenshot 6.6
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Page Not Found

Sorry, the content you are locking for is not found or has moved.

Please return to the home page at www.blm.gov or try the search box above.

Were you looking for any of these items?

Recreation sites across the BLM - Search by State, recreation activity and keyword

Press Releases - Searchable by State, year and keyword

« BLM Forms - search for forms needed ta do business with the BLM

Navigator - BLM Mavigator is your one-stop shop for keyword and geospatial search of BLM data
In just minutes you can search our trove of maps and datasets which you can annotate, edit and
save with ease

Public Room - Find maps, brochures, reports, factsheets, guides, and more!
Land Records - case files, survey plats and notes, master title plats, and more!
BLI Policy - directives, manuals, handbooks

National Training Center

Contact Us - Find your local office contact information
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State Sage-Grouse Efforts Pages

In the days or weeks before the public comment period opened on May 4, 2018, BLM
removed the state-specific sage grouse conservation fact sheets from the nine state
Sage-Grouse Efforts webpages (covering 10 states), along with the menu item “Things You
Should Know About Greater Sage Grouse” (see Page 1). BLM also modified the content on
two state pages, Oregon and Wyoming, during the period before May 3, 2018. On the
Oregon page, BLM added information about the development of sage grouse management
plan amendments. On the Wyoming page, BLM removed the clause, “Energy development
and associated infrastructure is a predominant threat.” The comment period closed on
August 2, 2018, and by August 10, 2018, BLM had removed all of the state Sage-Grouse
Efforts pages. All of the state Sage-Grouse Efforts pages remained inaccessible for four
months. The proposed amendments and final EISs were posted on December 6, 2018, and
by December 8, 2018, BLM had restored three of the state-specific Sage-Grouse Efforts
pages, for Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. The other six pages remain inaccessible as December
18, 2018.

For the state Sage-Grouse Efforts page changes described in this report (Pages 7 -15
below), representative screenshots are included; additional screenshots referenced are
available upon request and are included in the screenshots folder accompanying this
report.
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