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Assessment of Removals and Changes in Access to Resources on
the EPA's “Climate and Energy Resources for State, Local, and
Tribal Government” Website
Overview
On April 28, 2017, the EPA removed its website titled “Climate and Energy Resources for
State, Local, and Tribal Governments.” Approximately three months later, a new website
titled  “Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” was launched in its
place, with fewer pages and omitting Web resources relating to climate and climate change.
All Web tools and certain energy resources appear to have been moved from the previous
website to the new one, although a comprehensive comparison has not yet been
conducted.
Substantial climate-related content was removed from the EPA website on April 28 and
URLs for multiple EPA climate change subdomains began redirecting to an update notice
stating that the EPA’s website was being updated “to reflect EPA's priorities under the
leadership of President Trump and Administrator Pruitt.” The launch of the new “Energy
Resources” website is the first example where the EPA has returned content following
those April 28th removals, and it is notable that large portions of previously available
content on the website have not been returned.
Description of Changes in Access
1. As part of the E
 PA’s climate change website overhaul, which began on April 28 and
affected multiple subdomains, the EPA removed the “C
 limate and Energy Resources
for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” website at the “epa.gov/statelocalclimate”
subdomain (Page 1).1 At this time, all of these URLs began redirecting to t he EPA
website update notice. The “/statelocalclimate” subdomain webpages are archived
in the EPA’s J anuary 19 snapshot.2
2. Between July 24 and 27, the EPA launched the “Energy Resources for State, Local,
and Tribal Governments” website at the “epa.gov/statelocalenergy” subdomain
(Page 2). This is the first example of returned content since the EPA’s climate change
website removals on April 28.
a. With the launch of the new website, all previous “/statelocalclimate”
subdomain URLs now redirect to the URL www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy, the
homepage of the new website.
b. No n
 ews release was posted by the EPA announcing the launch of the new
website. This is in contrast to the EPA’s announcement of the website
overhaul start on April 28.
 The EPA also removed: e
 pa.gov/climate-impacts, epa.gov/climatechange,
epa.gov/climate-change-science, and other subdomains
2
 On February 15, 2017, the EPA posted a snapshot of the January 19, 2017 version of the epa.gov
website
1

2
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3. Certain content that appeared on the previous website has not been included in
the new website:
a. Unlike the previous website, the new website main page does not link to
“State Climate Action Framework”, Local Climate Action Framework”, “Climate
Showcase Communities”, “Tribes & Climate Change Action”, or other climate
related resources. No webpages corresponding to these links or resources
contained in these pages have been found on the new website (Page 1, 2).
b. The word “climate” was mentioned  15 times on the previous website’s main
page (Page 1), while the new website’s main page makes no mention of the
word (Page 2).
c. As a particular example, the “State Climate and Energy Program” webpage
(Page 3) on the previous website does not appear on the new website. This
webpage used to link to climate resources such as the “State Climate Action
Framework”, “C
 limate Change Risks and State Adaptation”, and other
webpages.
4. Certain content from the previous website has been moved to the new website
a. All previous Web resources on the “Tools” page appear to be present on the
new website (Pages 4, 5). These include Web resources such as “AVoided
Emissions and geneRation Tool (AVERT)” on the previous (April 14, 2017) and
current website (September 25, 2017).
b. Certain state and local energy resources remain on the new website,
although the transfer of these resources from the previous to the new
website has not been checked comprehensively (Page 2). For example, the
pages “Assessing the Multiple Benefits of Clean Energy: A Resource for
States” on the “/statelocalclimate” subdomain (A
 pril 14, 2017) and on the
“/statelocalenergy” subdomain (O
 ctober 1, 2017) are very similar.
5. From an a
 nalysis of the previous and new website, the previous “/statelocalclimate”
subdomain contained 380 webpages3. 175 URLs4 corresponding to live webpages
were identified on the current “/statelocalenergy” subdomain on September 25,
2017. 144 URLs of the original 380 lead to a live page if the “/statelocalclimate” URL
path is swapped with “/statelocaleenergy”. At least 4
 7 new URLs with no URL path
counterpart on the “/statelocalclimate” subdomain were added to the
“/statelocalenergy” subdomain. For full analysis, see the “ Analysis of Previous
and New Website URLs and Page Status” section below.

 According to the E
 PA’s response to a Freedom of Information Act request, filed by the
Environmental Defense Fund, there were 3
 80 webpages on the previous “/statelocalclimate”
subdomain, not including PDFs and other documents linked from those pages.
4
 There may be more live webpages on the “/statelocalenergy” subdomain, that are not linked from
one of the identified 175 webpages.
3
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Report Table of Contents
Report
Section

Title

URL

Webpage Status

Page 1

Climate and Energy Resources for
State, Local, and Tribal Governments

https://www.epa.gov/statelocalcli
mate

Previous webpage,
now updated

Page 2

Energy Resources for State, Local,
and Tribal Governments

https://www.epa.gov/statelocalen
ergy

Current webpage

Page 3

State Climate and Energy Program

https://www.epa.gov/statelocalcli
mate/state-climate-and-energy-pr
ogram

Previous webpage,
now removed

Page 4

State and Local Climate and Energy
Tools

https://www.epa.gov/statelocalcli
mate/state-and-local-climate-andenergy-tools

Previous webpage,
now updated

Page 5

Tools for State, Local, and Tribal
Governments

https://www.epa.gov/statelocalen
ergy/tools-state-local-and-tribal-g
overnments

Current webpage

Analysis

Analysis of Previous and Current
Website URLs and Page Status

Analysis link

-

Note: Pages 3 and 4 are presented as representative types of important resources that
have been removed and updated, respectively. Altered resources have not, however, been
detailed comprehensively. A summary of the scale of removed and moved webpages is
provided in the final “Analysis” section.
For pages listed as coming from the “Previous website” above: links corresponding to
removed resources, which do not appear on the new website, or resources for which the
corresponding new webpage has significantly reduced content, are highlighted in red
below.
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Detailed Description of Change in Access
Page 1: Climate and Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal
Governments (Previous webpage, now updated)
●
●
●

●

URL: h
 ttps://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate
Page removed on A
 pril 28, 2017
URL currently r edirects to www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy
○ Note: All pages on the “/statelocalclimate” subdomain currently redirect to the
URL ”epa.gov/statelocalenergy”. The redirect began between J uly 24, 2017 8:08
AM ET and J uly 27, 2017 7:32 AM ET
EPA Web archives: January 19 snapshot

Page 1 Details
1. The “Climate and Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” main
page was removed on April 28, 2017 and the page URL began redirecting to an EPA
update notice.
2. The “Climate and Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” main
page URL currently redirects to the “Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal
Governments” page at the URL https://www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy (r edirect on
September 21, 2017).
3. The “Climate and Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” main
page linked to the following pages of the website as they appeared on April 13-14,
2017. Links corresponding to removed resources, which do not appear on the new
website, or resources for which the corresponding new webpage has significantly
reduced content, are highlighted in red below. See Page 2 below as a reference for
removed content. (N
 ote: t he links below are to the Internet Archive snapshots of the
corresponding pages; the scrolling page banner links were excluded for this analysis):
● New Resources
○ Energy efficiency and renewable energy in low-income communities:
new case studies
○ Updated State Inventory Tool released (N
 ote: this page is no longer
linked from the main page but is linked from the “Inventory Tools” page)
● State Climate and Energy Program
○ State Climate Action Framework
○ State Activities
○ State Topics
○ State Webinars
○ EM&V for EE Policies and Initiatives
● Local Climate and Energy Program
○ Local Climate Action Framework
○ Climate Showcase Communities
○ Local Examples
○ Local Topics
5
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●

●

●

○ Local Webinars
Tribal Climate and Energy Resources
○ Tribes & Climate Change Action
○ Resources & Opportunities
○ Tribal Webinars
○ Tribal Greenhouse Gas Inventory Tool
Featured Resources
○ Assessing the Multiple Benefits of Clean Energy *
○ Energy and Environment Guide to Action *
○ Local Government Climate and Energy Strategy Series *5
○ AVoided Emissions and geneRation Tool (AVERT)
○ Co-Benefits Risk Assessment (COBRA) Screening Model
Browse By Resource Type
○ Webinars (N
 ote: current webinar webpage can be found here, but
substantial climate content has been removed)
○ Publications (N
 ote: access to publications has not been comprehensively
checked)
○ Tools
○ Data (N
 ote: the “Data” page did not host any data; it only links to EPA and
other agency data resources)
○ Newsletters (Note: current newsletter available for energy, but not for
climate, topics h
 ere)

 * Note: these resources are not linked from the new website’s main page and are not
necessarily linked on the new website, but the resources remain available at the new website’s
subdomain with the swapped “/statelocalclimate” and “/statelocalenergy” URL path.
5
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Screenshot 1.1

Internet Archive: V
 ersion of page from April 13, 2017. Evidence of redirect to E
 PA’s update
notice on April 29 2017, and evidence of redirect to new website
(www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy) on September 21, 2017
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Page 2: Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Governments (Current
webpage)
●
●
●

URL: h
 ttps://www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy
Website launched between July 24, 2017 8:08 AM ET and July 27, 2017 7:32 AM ET
EPA Web archives: The EPA has no archived versions of this page (Note: as this page
is current and live, archived versions might not be expected)

Page 2 Details
1. The "Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” main page links to
the following pages of the website as they appeared on August 7 - October 17, 2017
(Note: the links below are to the Internet Archive snapshots of the corresponding pages):
● What's New
○ New case studies available: bringing the benefits of energy efficiency
and renewable energy to low-income communities
● Tools
○ AVoided Emissions and geneRation Tool (AVERT)
○ CO-Benefits Risk Assessment (COBRA) Screening Model
○ Inventory Tools
○ Clean Energy Finance Tool
○ All Tools
● Publications
○ View publications
● Data
○ Clean Air Markets Data and Maps
○ Emissions & Generation Resource Integrated Database (eGRID)
○ U.S. Energy Information Administration State Profiles and Energy
Estimates
● Newsletters & Webinars
○ Energy Newsletters
○ Webinar Series
● Energy Topics
○ Local Energy Efficiency Benefits & Opportunities
○ Local Renewable Energy Resources
○ State Energy Efficiency Benefits & Opportunities
○ State Renewable Energy Resources
○ All Topics
2. Unlike the previous website’s main page (Page 1), the current website’s main page
does not have the sections: “State Climate and Energy Program”, “Local Climate and
Energy Program”, “Tribal Climate and Energy Resources.” Certain energy resources
can be found linked from the “Energy Topics” section. See Page 1 above as a
reference for all prior content.
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Screenshot 2.1

Internet Archive: V
 ersion of the page from September 25, 2017
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Page 3: State Climate and Energy Program (Previous webpage, now removed)
URL: h
 ttps://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate/state-climate-and-energy-program
Page removed on A
 pril 28, 2017
URL currently r edirects to www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy
○ Note: All pages on the “/statelocalclimate” subdomain currently redirect to the
URL ”epa.gov/statelocalenergy”. The redirect began between  July 24, 2017 8:08
AM ET and J uly 27, 2017 7:32 AM ET
● EPA Web archives: January 19 snapshot
This page is presented as a representative example of types of important resources that have
been removed from the website.
●
●
●

Page 3 Details
1. The “State Climate and Energy Program” page was removed and no corresponding
page exists on the “/statelocalenergy” subdomain:
https://www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy/state-climate-and-energy-program
(September 27, 2017).
2. The “State Climate and Energy Program” main page linked to the following pages of
the website as they appeared on April 14-21, 2017. Links corresponding to removed
resources, which do not appear on the new website, or resources for which the
corresponding new webpage has significantly reduced content, are highlighted in
red below. (N
 ote: the links below are to the Internet Archive snapshots of the
corresponding pages):
● State Climate and Energy Program
○ Steps for Addressing Climate Change
○ Clean Power Plan Toolbox for States
○ Exploring State Climate and Clean Energy Actions
○ Understanding State Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Electricity
Profiles
○ Choosing State Climate and Clean Energy Policies
○ Designing and Implementing State Climate and Clean Energy Policies
○ Determining State Policy and Program Impacts
○ Climate Change Risks and State Adaptation
● EPA State Webinars
○ Visit the state webinar page to view our upcoming or past webinars
● State Climate and Energy Newsletter
○ Subscribe (N
 ote: current newsletter available for energy, but not for
climate, topics h
 ere)
● Resources & Tools
○ Resources & Tools
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Screenshot 3.1

Internet Archive: Version of the page from April 14, 2017. Evidence of redirect to EPA’s
update notice on April 29 2017, and evidence of redirect to new website
(www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy) on September 21, 2017
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Page 4: State and Local Climate and Energy Tools (Previous webpage, now
updated)
URL:
https://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate/state-and-local-climate-and-energy-tools
● Page removed on A
 pril 28, 2017
● URL currently r edirects to www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy
○ Note: All pages on the “/statelocalclimate” subdomain currently redirect to the
URL ”epa.gov/statelocalenergy”. The redirect began between  July 24, 2017 8:08
AM ET and J uly 27, 2017 7:32 AM ET
● EPA Web archives: January 19 Snapshot
This page is presented as a representative example of types of important resources that have
been updated on the website. Links from this page to other resources have been moved or
altered in the update.
●

Page 4 Details
1. The “State and Local Climate and Energy Tools” page was removed and an updated
page, which has been modified, can be found at the URL
www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy/tools-state-local-and-tribal-governments (Page 5)
2. The “State and Local Climate and Energy Tools” page linked to the following pages of
the website as they appeared around April 14 - May 4, 2017. Although links and
website organization were changed, the corresponding new website contains the
same “Tools” resources as the previous website did. See Page 5 below as a reference
for content that has been moved. (Note: t he links below are to the Internet Archive
snapshots of the corresponding pages):
○ Policy and Program Analysis Tools
■ AVoided Emissions and geneRation Tool (AVERT)
■ Clean Energy Finance Tool
■ Co-Benefits Risk Assessment (COBRA) Screening Model
■ Environmental Benefits Mapping and Analysis Program (BenMAP)
■ Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator
■ Job and Economic Development Impact (JEDI) Model E
 xit
■ Policy and Program Impact Estimator: A Materials Recovery
Greenhouse Gas Calculator for Communities
■ Power Profiler
○ Greenhouse Gas Inventory Tools
■ State Inventory and Projection Tool
■ Local Greenhouse Gas Inventory Tool
■ Tribal Greenhouse Gas Inventory Tool
○ ENERGY STAR Tools
■ Energy Efficiency Benefits Calculator
■ ENERGY STAR Building Upgrade Value Calculator
■ ENERGY STAR Cash Flow Opportunity Calculator (XLS) (N
 ote: this links
to a January 29, 2017 version of the page)
12
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■
■
■

ENERGY STAR Financial Value Calculator (XLS)
ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager
ENERGY STAR Target Finder

Screenshot 4.1

Internet Archive: Version of the page from A
 pril 14, 2017. Evidence of redirect to EPA’s
update notice on April 29, 2017, and evidence of redirect to new website
(www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy) on September 21, 2017
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Page 5: Tools for State, Local, and Tribal Governments (Current webpage)
●
●
●

URL: h
 ttps://www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy/tools-state-local-and-tribal-governments
Website launched between July 24, 2017 8:08 AM ET and July 27, 2017 7:32 AM ET
EPA Web archives: The EPA has no archived versions of this page (Note: as this page
is current and live, archived versions might not be expected)

Page 5 Details
1. The "Tools for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” main page links to the following
pages of the website as they appeared on August 1 - October 17, 2017 (N
 ote: the
links below are to the Internet Archive snapshots of the corresponding pages):
● AVoided Emissions and geneRation Tool (AVERT)
● CO-Benefits Risk Assessment (COBRA) Screening Model
● Inventory Tools
● Clean Energy Finance Tool
● Benefits Calculator
● Building Upgrade Value Calculator
● Cash Flow Opportunity Calculator (XLS)
● Financial Value Calculator (XLS)
● ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager
● Target Finder
2. Certain links and resources that were directly linked from the previous website’s
“Tools” page (Page 4) have now been moved to new pages that aggregate those
links. For example, the three links in the “Greenhouse Gas Inventory Tools” section
on Page 4 are now all linked from a new page on the new website. See Page 4 above
as a reference for all content that has been moved.
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Screenshot 5.1

Internet Archive: V
 ersion of the page from September 27, 2017
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Analysis of Previous and Current Website URLs and Page Status
From an analysis of the previous and new website (conducted on September 25, 2017):
1. According to the EPA’s response to a Freedom of Information Act request, filed by
the Environmental Defense Fund, there were 3
 80 webpages on the previous
“/statelocalclimate” subdomain, not including PDFs and other documents linked
from those pages.
2. 175 URLs corresponding to live webpages were identified on the current
“/statelocalenergy” subdomain (September 25, 2017). Each of these pages can be
reached by navigating from within the “/statelocalenergy” subdomain. Starting from
the main page, it is possible to follow links to one of these webpages. (Note: there
may be more live webpages on the “/statelocalenergy” subdomain that are not linked
from one of these 175 pages.)
3. Starting from the list of 380 URLs on the “/statelocalclimate” subdomain and
swapping the “/statelocalclimate” with the “/statelocalenergy” URL path produces
144 URLs that correspond to currently-live webpages. Some of these pairs contain
the same content - for example, compare
www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate/avert-tutorial-homepage (April 21, 2017) and
www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy/avert-tutorial-homepage (S
 eptmeber 28, 2017).
Other pairs, like Page 1 and Page 2 above, contain content that has been
substantially altered. (Note: Some of these webpages are not contained within the 175
above, meaning they are live but inaccessible by navigating from the main page.)
4. At least 47 new URLs with no URL path counterpart on the “/statelocalclimate”
subdomain were added to the “/statelocalenergy” subdomain.
5. Important note: This analysis did not investigate content on the previous or current
webpages, so a reduction in number of webpages does not necessarily directly
mean that content has been removed. For example, content from multiple
webpages could have been moved to a single webpage. Examples of content that
was, in fact, removed can be found above Page 3.
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